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A REPORT 02 inner trends and forecasts of significant developments, dedicated to the preservation of the American way and a free democratic economy by 


the revival and extension of Christian sharing and the prevention of war 


by the revelation and correction of the causes of war. 


WE BELIEVE that Christ’s 


teachings are the measurement of truth; that in Christian progress society will move forward constructively and naturally, thus avoiding the curse of violent 


changes as represented by the evils of communism. 


WE ARE CONV 


INCED that the American answer for both communism and democratic socialism is a re- 


vitalized Christian capitalism that promotes closer management-worker cooperation, greater worker participation in ownership, profit-sharing, systems of pen- 


sions or security out o 


production and other forms of applied Christian sharing. 
when authoritative evidence indicates our country is bein 


means to set our country right. WE HOLD this to be the highest service to patriotism and to God. 


WE STAND for our country, right or wrong, rejoicing when it is right, but 
influenced into the wrong, we believe that the greatest patriotism will be to seek through democratic 





UMT Will Change U. S. 


There are few changes in 
American society that will so 
deeply affect the home and com- 
munity life of all as the Universal 
Military Training law. Since it 
is such a tremendously important 
change, the American people 
should be given a far greater 
understanding of the nature of 
this transition than is now being 
permitted. 

Many Christian laymen believe 
they are in favor of UMT; other 
thousands of Christian laymen and 
leaders do not favor it. Many of 
the country’s leading educators, 
clergymen and others oppose it 
(See BTL, Feb. 5) but they get 
little space in press or radio. 

Even the top military analyst, 
Hanson Baldwin of the N. Y. 
Times, calls the UMT provisions 
monstrous. (N. Y. Times, March 
22). In a long article, he describes 
some of the major aspects of UMT 
as “a military abortion that may 
handicap rather than help national 
defense.” He labels UMT “a po- 
tential political, social and edu- 
cational menace.” Continues Mr. 
Baldwin, “Above all, Congress 
should not endorse in the guise of 
an emergency a permanent meas- 
ure that would commit us forever 

; to peacetime conscription, 
which always has been alien to our 
concepts of democratic and non- 
militarized government.” As a 
leading military expert, if Mr. 
Baldwin’s statements had endorsed 
UMT, his words would have blazed 
across the country. Whatever 
your personal view, you dare not, 
without default of Christian civic 
responsibility, ignore the side of 
the UMT picture that is being sup- 
pressed. 

Between The Lines has endeav- 
ored, as a matter of permanent 
policy, to give its readers the bene- 
fit of facts and information of sig- 
nificance that are being generally 


smothered. There is ample evi- 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 








REVITY: A _ public educator writes, “Thanks for the great 
amount of material you pack into Between The Lines. My wife 
and I have estimated that in a half hour’s reading we get what would 
require many hours in the usual fat, wordy magazines and news- 
papers. We are awfully busy but feel we must keep up. The brevity 
and the courageous reporting on those issues that matter most are a 
great boon to us.” And all for $1.50 a year, or two years for $3. 
Introduce Between The Lines to your friends. We have no subscrip- 
tion agents but you! 
ANOTHER SUBSCRIBER WRITES: “Have just finished 
The Great Alternative. A fine job... a book that is badly needed. 
Enclosed find check for some extra copies I want to put to work!” 
Have you ordered your copy of The Great Alternative? A hand- 
some permanent book by the editor of Between The Lines, Charles 
A. Wells, dealing with the six most pressing problems of our time, — 
144 pages, with illustrations by the author. Send your order today, 
— with $2 for each book, to Between The Lines Press, Box 269, 
Demarest, New Jersey. 











X-Ray and Forecast 


RIME AND BUSINESS: One important aspect of the Kefauver 

Senate Crime Investigations is being handled with kid gloves, — 
the close cooperation which the great communications corporations 
(Bell, AT&T, Western Union) and the banks have given to gambling 
racketeering. The senators are aware of this as evidenced by the line of 
interrogation and by Sen. Tobey’s barbs during the N. Y. hearings. But 
they also know that if they brought too much light too soon, pressure 
would increase in Congress to stop the investigations. 

The tremendous amount of phone and telegraph equipment, in- 
stallations and wire service used by the gambling syndicates, — much 
of it set up during war years when few others (hospitals, schools or 
homes) could get such service, — means that it would be utterly impos- 
sible for the gambling racketeers to carry on without full and knowing 
cooperation well towards the top of these corporations. Court actions 
have exposed this cooperation, with local management officials involved, 
but nothing was done to follow the trail to higher levels. (See BTL, May 
23, 49; May 8, ’50). The AP report on March 6, which was skipped 
by most papers, stated that the Pacific T&T had alerted its employees to 
cooperate in the drive against giving phone service to bookies and that 
3,000 phones had been cut off in California alone in the past months. 
‘The corporations now cooperate with the Crime Committee investiga- 
tions, but it also took a lot of cooperation to get those 3,000 phones in 
the first place and keep them serviced, especially during days of strict 
priorities. An investigator testified that the N.Y. Telephone Co. had 
been very “non-cooperative” with efforts to get at the gamblers, but later 
reversed its attitude and became cooperative, — when the FBI and the 
U.S. Senate were moving in! 

Small-time politicians, $60-a-week cops and other little fry are 
dragged in and out of the crime hearings and justifiably penalized for 
cooperating with, aiding and associating with the racketeers, — but if 
we are truly seeking justice, what about the big bracket men, — in the 


telephone companies and in banks that furnished services and handled 
(continued on NEXT page) 


“What Can I Do?” 

Many ask this question with a 
feeling of futility about one per- 
son’s influence against the ava- 
lanche. Yet protests from indi- 
vidual voters all over the country 
have slowed down UMT Iegisla- 
tion. When you want your voice 
heard, write to your radio station 
or newspaper, and, in the case of a 
commentator, write to his sponsor 
also. Write also to men in govern- 
ment. Make your letters brief, to 
the point. Write to congressmen 
at the House Office Bldg., Wash- 
ington, D. C.; to Senators at the 
Senate Office Bldg., Washington. 
The addresses of leading figures 
can be found in Who’s Who at 
your library. 





Community Peace Moves 
Courageous peace movements 
are being organized in many com- 
munities at the all-important local 
level to provide information and 
leadership for peace action. For 
instance, the Seattle Emergency 
Peace Assembly, working through 
church and community channels, 
has provided an_ informative, 
peace-minded program _ stressing 
truth and action. Those interested 
in setting up similar programs can 
write for information to Rev. W. 
D. McDowell, pres., The Seattle 
Emergency Peace Assembly, 4033 
University Way, Seattle 5, Wash. 
In Ohio, The Toledo United Na- 
tions Association has _ organized 
for action. Resolutions by the 700 
members were sent to Washington, 
advocating closer adherence to 
UN principles; urging the nation’s 
press to present more truth and 
less hysteria in news reporting. 
Other important recommendations 
urged that our national policy and 
action turn away from the drive 
towards war. The Toledo group 
is planning similar organizations 
throughout the country. For in- 
formation, write Rabbi Feuer, 
pres., The Toledo UN Assn., Col- 
lingwood Ave. Temple, Toledo. 









UMT Will Change U. S. 


(continued) 

dence that this law has been pro- 
moted in an unfair and undemo- 
cratic way. All material favor- 
able to UMT is headlined; facts 
and information unfavorable are 
suppressed and ignored. Every- 
thing has been done to make the 
law appear to be an emergency to 
meet a crisis — yet Mrs. Anna 
Rosenberg, Ass’t. Secretary of De- 
fense, admitted to the Senate on 
Jan. 10 “This is not an emergency 
bill... but a. . . permanent leg- 
islation.” 

There is a grave element of de- 
ception here, — and in the whole 
strategy of combining the Emer- 
gency Selective Service with the 
Universal Military Training legis- 
lation. These are two separate and 
entirely different problems and in 
honesty they should be dealt with 
separately. The Emergency Selec- 
tive Service bill is something that, 
in the light of the Korean war, the 
public can hardly oppose. But it 
is a temporary emergency draft, 
while Universal Military Training 
is long-range and permanent. In 
short, “dirty politics’ combines 
1 bill many do not want with a 
bill they cannot oppose. Congress- 
man Dewey Short has called this 
tactic a “shot-gun wedding.” The 
point to protest at this time is: 
Deal separately with the Draft and 
UMT. 

In a 


recent issue, to review 
briefly, (See BTL, Feb. 5) we 
reported from _ authoritative 
sources: that UMT would not 


give America stronger armed de- 
fenses; that our Navy and Air 
Corps already had more men than 
they could use; that the Army 
could be built up as fast as men 
can be adequately trained by the 
continued application of the pres- 
ent Selective Service draft law, 
which is a vastly different system 
from Universal Military Training; 
that our armies have been greater 
than the armies of other nations 
because our armies were civilian 
armies with civilian initiative, men 
who had not been forced into the 
mold of mechanical blind obedi- 
ence like German and Japanese 
armies which were UMT armies; 
that American civilian troops 
actually fought better, had more 
initiative because they had not 
been subjected to the initiative-kill- 
ing, stupifying ordeal of long 
drawn out regimentation; that now 
with highly mechanized warfare, 
we need armies of scientically edu- 
cated men, not masses of poorly 
educated stomping foot soldiers, 
which is still the dream of the gen- 
erals who always lag a generation 
or two behind in their planning: 
that any military historian will 
testify that the weakness. of 
Americans in war — instances of 


heavy casualties, battle failures, 
(continued third col., THIS page) 


X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


the huge bank accounts for the gangsters? (It is estimated that $15 bil- 
lion or more has been handled each year by the gamblers). Is there not 
considerable cooperating, aiding, associating with gangster-gamblers 
there? 
IG LIQUOR PALS WITH CRIME: The frequent revelations of the 
close alliance between gangsters and the legalized liquor business 
also has been given the hush-hush. Investigations revealed that the 
notorious thug Joe Di Giovanni, Midwest head of the vicious Maffia, has 
been getting $80,000 a year as exclusive area distributor for one big-name 
distillery. Di Giovanni’s closest pal has a similar contract with another 
big-name liquor house. One of Capone’s old thugs, Toni Gizzo, has a 
distributor’s franchise for a big Chicago brewery; another Capone mob- 
ster receives $120,000 a year from a certain noted liquor business. And 
so it goes. In other words, highest ranking liquor houses whose slick 
advertising has put them up in the most respectable business ranks, have 
been and are cooperating closely with the leaders of gambling, prostitu- 
tion and dope rings. But instead of making the big shots in the liquor 
business face the music, the politicians, — both Democrats and Republi- 
cans, — squirm under the glare of publicity and blame all their troubles 
on Prohibition! And much of the press and radio, bowing before the 
big liquor advertising contracts, keeps a discreet silence. 
OP AND CRIME: The public is also being deceived about the po- 
litical tie-up with crime. Since most of the press and radio man- 
agement is anti-Administration, if not openly GOP in sympathy, every 
fact and evidence is being twisted to make it appear that only Demo- 
crats are tied to the rackets. While there are certainly many ties there, 
it is also true that some of the worst situations exist where the GOP has 
Jong been in power. The press was rough on former Democratic mayor 
of N. Y., Wm. O’Dwyer, but Gov. Dewey has had much help in glossing 
over the fact that a nerve center of much of the country’s gambling has 
openly thrived without interference within 40 miles of the N. Y. Gov- 
ernor’s mansion at Albany. And few conditions more corrupt were un- 
covered than the situation in Republican Philadelphia. Other Republi- 
can strongholds were found equally infected, but little has been reported. 


HE LONG RANGE ACHIEVEMENT of these investigations will 

probably be the organizing of permanent “Citizens’ Committees” 
for watch-care against crime. Such committees are already being or- 
ganized, or have been, in some of our largest cities. In the past the great- 
est clean-up jobs have been accomplished, not through the police, the 
FBI or even congressmen on crusade, but by such citizen committees. 
And who are these men? Almost without exception the men found in 
these groups are devout laymen from many and different denominations. 
They are the ones who care; they are the ones who dare. Remember 
this the next time you are inclined to question the value of the church in 
today’s society. With all the human frailties and failures that creep into 
the institutions of religion, here is the source of man’s hope and the hope 
of society. 


AR TENSIONS ARTIFICIAL: It is the plain truth that war ten- 

sions are now being unjustifiably and artificially maintained — 
First, by the politicians who enhance their power and try to squelch op- 
position by swelling the sense of emergency; even the most high-minded 
leaders in Washington, who sincerely want peace, don’t want the feeling 
of crisis to subside until we have built up overwhelming armed power. 
Second, by the military who do not want the fear and tension to ease 
until they have fastened Universal Military Training on the country, until 
they have stabilized the war machine at 4 million men. Military men 
are human —— such a set-up guarantees expanding careers, the mainte- 
nance of high ratings and promotions for all — pensions, medals, — the 
works. Third, by top business leaders who have been given the reins 
of control in mobilization and war production and have been drawn into 
this design of perpetuating the war fever with the hope that business can 
get back in a position of control in the country comparable to that which 
they feel business deserves, after having been kept in the dog house by 
the New Deal for 20 years. Now is the time to get things straight again, 
they say. We are not indicating that the controls should have been turn- 
ed over to labor, not at all. Any one-sided arrangement is destructive 
of America’s best interest. 

Many feel that as long as there is war in Korea, then big-scale 
war tensions are justifiable. But that simply is not true, for it is widely 
admitted even in military circles — that the war in Korea is over as 
far as any real significance is concerned. The free West and the Com- 
munist East both blundered in Korea. Few in authority deny that. 
Neither side can afford to push through to victory now. 


ROUNDS FOR CONFIDENCE: Since so much effort is made to 
keep the public in a state of perpetual fright, we take pleasure in 
(continued on NEXT page) 
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(continued) 
etc., — have not been due to the 
lack of ability or skill of our en- 
listed men or infantrymen, but to 
blindness and perpetually repeated 
mistakes of our generals. Our 
weakness in war has never been 
due to the inadequacy of our 
troops — in numbers or ability. 
Our weakness has been at the top 
and UMT OFFERS NO CURE, 
NO PLAN WHATEVER FOR 
IMPROVEMENT WHERE WE 
HAVE BEEN WEAK. 

Physiological and psychological 
factors of UMT are also of im- 
portance and are also being ig- 
nored, suppressed. We are in- 
debted to the remarkable research 
job done by the National Council 
Against Conscription for much of 
the following report: (The Nation- 
al Council Against Conscription is 
headed by such eminent men as 
Harry Emerson Fosdick, Cardinal 
Dougherty, Dr. Albert Einstein, 
Louis Bromfield and many other 
noted citizens). 

UMT and Health: Much has 
been said about UMT as a health- 
ful proposal for our _ nation’s 
youth. Would two or three years 
of compulsory military service im- 
prove the health of the young men 
affected? Does forcing a man to 
give up his schooling, his job, his 
plans for life, in order to spend 27 
months in the Army result in 
stronger, healthier, longer-lived 
and better adjusted men? These 
are the claims made for Universal 
Military Service. 

But here are the facts, ignored, 
by-passed by proponents of UMT: 
the U.S. Public Health Service re- 
veals that venereal disease, alco- 
holism and suicide are always 
higher in the armed forces than 
among civilians. There is an 
abundance of testimony from psy- 
chiatrists and psychologists con- 
cerning the effect of army life on 
the mental and nervous stability of 
young men who are suddenly 
compelled to relinquish all the 
moral and _ spiritual training of 
their youth to learn to kill, who 
are abruptly taken out of a nor- 
mal society and thrown into the 
rough, brutal, usually vulgar en- 
vironment that old time Army 
men proudly describe as “Army 
life’, with “liquor and women” 
accepted as the standard social at- 
titude and environment. 

Childhood Physical Defects: 
Selective Service records show that 
the largest number of draft rejec- 
tions were for defective vision; 
the second largest, mental unfit- 
ness; the third, musculo-skeletal 
defects caused by birth injuries, 
infantile paralysis, accidents, and 
the like; the fourth, cardiovascular. 
One-third of the rejections, ac- 
cording to General Hershey, were 


due directly or indirectly to nu- 
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tritional deficiencies in childhood. 
No military program at the age of 
18 will correct defects of bone, 
teeth, hearing, vision, heart or any 
of the above defects that cause 
the bulk of physical inadequacies 
in our youth and which in turn 
leave our youth unfit for service 
in defense of their country. Bet- 
ter care in youth and not UMT 
is obviously the only answer on 
the health issue. The billions of 
dollars that Universal Military 
Service would add to the budget 
would be enough to establish child 
health clin‘cs and even hospitals 
in thousands of localities that do 
not have them now. Yet it is just 
at these points that congressional 
appropriations are being reduced 
in order to increase the armament 
program! 

Mental Breakdowns: Govern- 
ment and private studies show 
that a great many men cannot 
adjust to Army life, and suffer psy- 
chiatric breakdowns in the at- 
tempt. Four out of ten medical 
discharges during the war were for 
some nervous or mental illness, 
and 60 percent of these men never 
saw combat. “They cracked after 
a few months or a few weeks of 
training because they were unable 
to adjust to the drastic changes 
which Army life required.” (See 
“Toward Mental Health,” Public 
Affairs Pamphlet by George 
Thorman). Brig. Gen. E. D. Cooke 
reports in his book, “All But Me 
and Thee”: “Our Army psychia- 
trists have learned that, in 8 out 
of 10 of the psychiatric cases, the 
mere fact of being subjected to 
Army training is the main reason 
for the disorders.” Brig. Gen. 
Cooke states in his book that nine- 
tenths of the psychoneurotics are 
cured the minute they walk out 
the gate with a discharge in their 
hands their immediate dis- 
orders are something which hap- 
pened to them in the Army. 

Obviously there is something 
decisively wrong with the whole 
Army approach to the young civil- 
ian which will not be cured but 
only greatly aggravated by dump- 
ing in many more millions of even 
younger more immature youths, 
via UMT. The generals are only 
dodging the issue with UMT. 

Venereal Disease: Like homo- 
sexuality, venereal disease always 
is high in armies as a result of the 
breakdown of normal everyday re- 
lationships between the sexes. The 
U.S. Surgeon General, reporting 


for 1941 when peacetime con- 
scription was in effect. wrote, 
“Venereal disease is and always 


has been a major problem in mili- 
tary forces. Gonorrhea is a lead- 
ing cause of days lost from service 
in the United States Army. Syph- 


ilis and gonorrhea together cause 
(continued third col., THIS page) 
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It is strange that those who want to go deepest, get to the 
foundations of the world’s failures are usually called “impractical”, 


“idealists”! For years Christian missionaries warned that unless 
Christianity were given a chance to transform Asia, violent change 
would come. But missionaries were called “impractical”, “idealists”, 
— and today we pour out billions to do what missionaries were doing 
with dimes and pennies in curbing and preventing violent change by 
teaching men the good life. The only way we can get at the causes 
of collapse in the world is to deal with man’s spiritual needs. We 
can’t have a better world until we have created better people. The 
police can’t do it; armies and bombs do not really make a better 
world, — they can only curb a bad one. Religion is the one power 
that can dig down to the foundations. 
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again appraising our readers of the true situation. While there is real 
danger to our way of life — as pointed out in our last issue because of 
the threat of economic and social disaster from within, — here is a 
brief summary of facts, news that reveals how unwarranted, unfair, un- 
just it is to keep the American people under these protracted tensions 
and fears of war. (Most of these recent reports come from regular news 
sources but they have been quietly hushed or pushed aside, so the public 
would not get the idea that peace is within our reach). Wm. H. Stone- 
man, noted newsman, reported (Chicago Daily News, Feb. 14) that 
European leaders believe the chief danger of war comes not from Russia 
but from the “wild statements by public men in the U.S.” He said 
European leaders feel that “a war wouldn’t have a dog’s chance of solv- 
ing the long range problem of communism.” European leaders feel warm 
toward Eisenhower’s leadership because he so freely expresses his de- 
testation of war and the belief that Russian expansionism can be handled 
without a conflict. The N.Y. Herald Tribune (Feb. 21) quoted John 
Sherman Cooper, American diplomat, who has returned from consulting 
hundreds of European statesmen, bankers, military leaders, etc., and who 
testifies that European leaders almost unanimously believe and openly 
say that Russia will not attack for the next two years or more, that Rus- 
sian leaders have “no intention of risking their successes and positions in 
such a wild gamble.” If Mr. Cooper’s statement had warned of a Russian 
attack, it would have been headlined. 

The AP reported (Feb. 22) that Ass’t. Secretary of State George 
McGhee told the Turkish Government that there were no signs of war; 
although the satellite states were building up their arms with Russian 
aid, there were no indications of such preparations being aimed toward 
launching some offensive move. Dr. Arthur Compton, President of 
Washington University, former director of the “Metallurgical Project” 
under which the atom bomb secrets were explored, told 2,500 members 
of the American Institute of Mining Engineers that, although Russia had 


the A-bomb, the USSR could not be ready to challenge the U.S. in 
(continued on NEXT page) 
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as much lost time... as the next 
three leading causes combined.” 

The Surgeon General’s Report 
for 1941 stated: “The rate for 
syphilis in the Army was at first 
depressed as the result of induct- 
ing a large number of men free 
from venereal infections in the 
early months of mobilization. 
Within a six-month period, how- 
ever, the rate had returned to the 
former rate in the Regular Army.” 

Army’s Health Level: The 
Army claim that a wartime pri- 
vate was “healthier than his civil- 
ian cousin” must be weighed 
against the fact that the Army had 
five times as many doctors as are 
available to comparable numbers 
of civilians, as well as the fact that 
draft boards rejected physically 
unfit men. Since the VD rate in 
the Army is 37 times that of col- 
lege men of the same age, and 
the suicide and alcoholism rates 
much higher than comparable 
civilian rates, it is clear that the 
Army offers no guarantee of im- 
proved health to anybody. 


Comparing the health of men of 
a military unit with young civilian 
students, Dr. John Arnett report- 
ed, “to the surprise of myself and 
my staff, the civilian students were 
unquestionably healthier. When 
a respiratory or intestinal infection 
occurred, a higher proportion of 
the young servicemen would be- 
come ill.” 

Another deceptive element 
tied to this issue is the present 
claim, in support of the UMT 
plan to register the 17 year olds 
and draft at 18, that the 18 year 
old makes the best soldier. Many 
statements have been made, even 
by Army men, disproving such 
claims. The head of Selective 
Service, Gen. Hershey said, (U.S. 
News, Sept. 29, 1950), “If you go 
to 18, you get into the student 
question and into emotional im- 
maturity.” The general was right, 
for all medical and psychiatric au- 
thorities consider 18 a difficult 
crucial pericd in a lad’s life, as he 
is just emerging from _ parent 
guidance into adult choices. 

A psychiatrist and Medical Di- 
rector of the National Committee 
for Mental Hygiene described this 
period of life as one “when young 
men are emancipating themselves” 
and one “in which they can gain 
great personal strength by being 
on their own. In the Army they 
will miss this opportunity, since 
the Army without question con- 
tinues and enforces a dependence 
and regimentation,” which retards 
the normal development of initia- 
tive, personal and moral responsi- 
bility. 

A similar statement was made 
during the last war by a group of 


prominent psychiatrists and medi- 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 
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(continued) 
cal men. “If this proposal to 
draft the youths is carried out, 
they will step out of the state of 
dependence on their parents to a 
state of dependence on an authori- 
tarian organization, the Army, and 
following the war they will have 
no pattern of individual civilian 
responsibility to return to as a 
guide to their future living.” (N. Y. 
Times, October, 1942). 

Society recognizes the imma- 
turity of the 18-year-old — no 
matter how fine the lad and his 
family. The United States does 
not permit him to vote. No large 
city would permit its police force 
to be largely composed of 18-year- 
old boys. They lack the judgment, 
restraint and maturity to deal with 
crises, no matter how well-offi- 
cered they might be. Gen. Eisen- 
hower recognized this after the 
last war when he told a Senate 
committee: “For occupational duty 
in foreign lands, I do not believe 
the 18-year-old boy is as good as 
the 25-year-old.” (Senate Military 
Affairs Committee. April 8, 19-46). 

Nor is it simply a matter of 
lack of judgment or lack of emo- 
tional maturity. The 18-year-old 
is not fully developed physically. 
Every university athletic coach 
knows that stamina and coordina- 
tion seldom reach normal fulfill- 
ment before 20 or 21. In boxing 
it is at 23 or 24 that a fighter 
reaches his prime. The physical 
immaturity of the 18-vear-olds has 
been recognized by the U.S. 
Army Medical Corps. The Medi- 
cal Department of the U.S. Army 
in a series of studies of Army ex- 
perience during World War I 
stated: “These figures reveal a 
marked disproportion between the 
admissions to the hospital of men 
under 21 and their number in the 
Army at large, 77 percent more 
men from this group being admit- 
ted to the hospital.” (Studies of 
the Medical Dept. of the U.S. 
Army in the World War, Vol. X, 
Sec. II, Chapter VIII, Page 430. 
Volume on Neuropsychiatry). 
Moreover, Army statistics reveal a 
higher casualty rate among 18- 
year-old boys than among boys of 
any other age group in the Battle 
of the Bulge during the last World 
War. 

Barracks life, whether at home 
or abroad, is corrupting to teen- 
age boys. At the age of 18 most 
boys have and need normal com- 
munity relationships, including 
normal daily contact with mem- 
bers of the opposite sex. The ab- 
normal life in the Army with the 
anonymity of the uniform, the 
absence of normal contact with 
girls their own age, the tendency 
to use week-ends or “leaves” for 
escape from Army discipline. all 
contribute to the weakening of the 
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X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


atomic warfare for years. The N.Y. Times reported this Feb. 19, but 
little was said elsewhere. At the same time the Hearst press, the Scripps- 
Howard papers and other hysterical voices were screaming about the need 
for bomb shelters and for teaching children how to dive into the corners 
of their school rooms. The Alsop brothers, noted columnists on diplo- 
macy and military affairs, — who have often warned that war was im- 
minent, — suddenly came out recently with statements that the U.S. is 
so far ahead of Russia in air power that Moscow could not meet an 
American air offensive, that the Soviet would quickly be rendered help- 
less in air defense, which of course the Kremlin fully realizes. The Alsops 
went on to sound off on Russia’s great ground forces, etc. But the fact 
was there, that Russia was utterly unable to launch an air-war against 
the U.S. We could cite many authoritative statements similar to these 
above. (See BTL, Feb. 19, for data on Russia’s lack of sea power 
and transport to launch an offensive any place but Eastern Europe). 
WHEN YOU HEAR POLITICIANS and the professional bleat- 
ers on the air warn that war is near, that the Communists are about to 
attack, — if you will examine their statements, you will find that they 
seldom have one single authoritative source to back their warnings. 


(Jommeunism IN TROUBLE: In addition there is abundant evidence 
that world communism is in trouble almost everywhere, — trouble 
that keeps it off balance so no great lunges can be made. (1) As well 
reported in the press, the Communist parties of Italy and France are 
writhing in dissension, — splits that go deep and wide. Nationalism is 
cutting down the Red’s hope of ever getting the Communists of middle 
and western Europe to forget their native lands and do and die for good 
old Moscow. (2) Terrible purges have taken place recently and are now 
going on in Bulgaria (N. Y. Times, March 20). (3) Hungary is being 
forced to alter farm collective plans because of wide-spread peasant re- 
volts. (4) Czechoslovakia has had a major upheaval, according to AP, 
UP and many other news reports. Hundreds of top Red leaders in 
Prague have been arrested, have fled or are now in hiding. (5) Gen. 
Eisenhower voiced the belief (Washington Post, March 11) that the Rus- 
sians would not dare extend themselves far beyond these satellite borders, 
for the slave states would become sources of disastrous weakness. 


UNREST IN RUSSIA: There is also unrest in Russia. Because 
the Soviet peasants have been for years slowly sabotaging the state land 
program, a vast new social revolution is now being started in Russia to 
reorganize the collective farms into much larger units, the aim being to 
wipe out the traditional farm village life which gave the peasant the 
chance to hold to his old ways and ideas. The aim now is to greatly 
enlarge the size of the state collective farms and make the population 
centers of these large collectives into much larger urban communities. 
The farmer then will no longer be a muzhik or peasant villager, but a 
city worker whose employment is on the state farms. The Kremlin has 
announced that its aim is to wipe out the cultural and economic differ- 
ences between city and country populations. But specialists on Russia 
attribute the entire program to a gigantic effort to stamp out mounting 
peasant resistance to collectivization. As several N. Y. newsmen have 
put it, — this enormous social upheaval, deliberately planned, puts any 
and all war on ice as far as Russia is concerned for a good many years. 


RUSSIA will no doubt stir up other such situations as Korea, but 
it is doubtful if we will again so rashly intercede. Not much will likely 
come of the negotiations between the Big Four diplomats at Paris shaping 
up the Foreign Ministers Conference. We do not believe the Russians 
want an agreement for the same reasons they do not want war. They 
want and will continue to work for a system of Marxist revolutionary 
states, to be achieved by the promotion of internal strife and civil vio- 
lence, — civil war if necessary. They are now with skill and patience 
undermining the American-British position in the oil-rich Near East. 
The Soviet may push the satellite armies against Yugoslavia soon and 
we will no doubt do all possible to aid Tito. But there has been in the 
past few weeks a pronounced hardening of the public’s attitude against 
further armed intervention in far-away places. If Russian armies started 
to drive into Western Europe, that would be something else again. But 
there is abundant evidence that no such move is contemplated. 


In the meantime the UN is being almost discarded by Washing- 
ton, as energy and attention focus on uniting and arming of Western 


Europe but on a far more cautious basis than the rambunctuous 
boys had in mind who were going to rearm Germany and all Western 
Europe in one swoop. Gen. Eisenhower has wisely sensed the repug- 
nance of the European people towards rearmament and is pushing the 
building of unity fast, — and arms slowly. The American people can 
be grateful for such military leaders as Eisenhower, — we have far too 
few of them. 
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(continued) 
morals of teen-age boys. Heavy 
drinking and _ association with 
prostitutes becomes the frequent 
avenue of escape, with the conduct 
of the officers a prominent exam- 
ple before them. 

The moral problems in draft- 
ing 18-year-old boys were sum- 
marized even by the Report of the 
President’s Commission on Uni- 
versal Training in these words: 
“We must admit at once that a 
serious moral problem is presented 
by the very removal of a boy of 
18 from the normal influences of 
his home, church, school and local 
community and his comparative 
isolation in a camp with large 
numbers of other men under an 
entirely new and different environ- 
ment.” 

The Army’s real reasons for 
wanting 18-year-olds are (1) that 
the younger they are the more 
malleable they are and hence the 
more susceptible to militaristic at- 
ttudes, and (2) that taking them at 
that age instead of an older age fits 
in with the dogma of permanent 
universal military training which 
the Army has wanted ever since 
the Prussion von Steuben sold it 
to the nation’s first Army officers. 
The Army’s claim that they need 
18-year-olds because there aren’t 
enough older draftees has been 
flatly refuted in view of the wast- 
age of manpower in desk jobs, etc. 

An examination of the other 
Atlantic Pact countries who are 
presumably closer to any war that 
might occur overseas, reveals that 
only one nation drafts 18-year-old 
boys: England. Young men in 
France, Holland, Belgium, Portu- 
gal, Norway and Denmark do not 
enter military service until they 
are 20 years of age. Portugal and 
Italy require men to enter the army 
at 21. Canada has no conscription 
system. Even Russia’s draft of 
youth for military service does not 
begin until 19. (U.S. News, 
January 26, 1951). 

In England the 18-year-old 
draft is not as rigid and uniform 
as the Army asks here. Young 
men there may choose to serve 
their term either before entering 
or after completing their university 
education. (N. Y. Times, Jan. 15, 
1951). 

Parents do not think of 18-year- 
old boys as does the Army. To the 
Army an 18-year-old boy is just 
another weapon, expendable in 
war or in military training with 
live ammunition, as has been so 
vividly evident in Korea. 

To a parent, a boy is not a wea- 
pon but a person. Only as de- 
mocracies recognize the nature of 
personality and its need _ for 
growth and freedom of choice, 
will they be able to meet the 
challenge of materialistic philoso- 
phies. 








